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CHURCH NEWS 

is the magazine of  
Kingston United Reformed Church  

which is a member of the Local Ecumenical Project  
in Kingston Town Centre with its partner,  

All Saints Parish Church in the Market Place.   
The town centre ministers meet regularly.  

We are a part of Churches Together in Kingston. 

Cover Picture 

The sunflower on the front cover greeted us when we got home from our 
summer holiday in France, where we saw literally millions of sunflowers 
grown to provide oil for cooking. Sunflower seeds were among many other 
tasty morsels for birds which we had put in a bird-feeder at home. One 
clumsy bird took too big a beakful perhaps and dropped one sunflower seed 

down on the brick-paved patio below. 
The seed fell into a crack between two 
bricks, and, with a little help from the 
rain got washed down to the muddy bit 
deep into the crack. There it settled, 
with a sigh of relief no doubt, and 
promptly started to grow roots, a stem, 
some leaves and eventually a wonderful 
f lower, which Steve has fondly 
cherished, supporting it with a cane, 
and we have both enjoyed. 

If there is a moral in this story it has to 
be that insignificant things or people in 
unlikely places can, with a bit of natural 
energy, grow to be really significant - 
not to say beautiful. 

  Editor. 
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Worship Diary: November 2019 

For regular events see inside back cover 

November 2019  
Fri 1 13.00 - 14.00 Prayer Meeting 

Sun  3 10.00 Worship (with Communion)  
            11.30 All-Age Worship     

  18.30 Reflective Worship 

Wed 6 10.00 Tots’ Praise  
  13.10 Lunchtime Service 

Fri 8 13.00 - 14.00 Prayer Meeting 
Sun 10  REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 
  09.30 Coffee available 

  10.30 Combined Service 

  12.30 Copy for the December/January Church News  

   should be with Robin Pilbeam. 

  18.30 Reflective Worship 

Wed 13 10.00 Tots’ Praise 

  13.10 Lunchtime Service 

Fri  15 13.00 - 14.00 Prayer Meeting 

Sun 17 10.00 Worship 

  11.30 All-Age Worship 

  15.30 Messy Church does Travel 

  18.30 Reflective Worship (with Communion) 

Wed 20 10.00 Tots’ Praise 

  13.10 Lunchtime Service 

Fri 22 13.00 - 14.00 Prayer Meeting 

Sun 24 10.00 Worship 
            11.30 All-Age Worship (with Communion)  

  18.30 Reflective Worship  

Wed  27 10.00 Tots’ Praise 

  13.10 Lunchtime Service 

Fri 29 13.00 - 14.00 Prayer Meeting 

Sun 31 10.00 Worship 
            11.30 All-Age Worship     

  18.30 Reflective Worship  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The Missing Monthly Church Calendar 
If you look at the KURC website and try to find the KURC Monthly Calendar, 
as I did seeking information to include in this Church News, you will be 
presented with the following notice: 

Access from this website to the KURC Google Calendar, with 
its schedule of events, has been withdrawn temporarily. 

I asked around to find out where I might get the information and learned that 
apparently the details of activities other than Worship rarely reach the 
website managers. To this ageing Church News editor, a solution to this 
problem seems, to me at least, fairly simple: 

If an activity’s planning group (and I am sure that there are a number of these) 
sends details of what they plan for each month to the person editing that 
month’s Church News it can be listed on the Church Diary page. The website 
editors pick up Church News and presumably could transfer the Diary 
information it contains to the website Diary. At the moment Church News has a 
Worship Diary which lists services that I guess most members know about 
already, but KURC is much more active than just its various styles of worship.  

The name of the next editor is given in each month’s issue of Church News 
and their email addresses are listed below. 

Jean Thompson (jeant@btinternet.com),  
Bron Robinson (bronhr@googlemail.com),  
Vaughan James (vaughanrjjames@gmail.com), 

Robin Pilbeam (david.anderson48@btinternet.com)  
Tony Wenman (tony.wenman@gmail.com). 

If you can’t remember or find out to whom to send information, please send 
the details to me (tony.wenman@gmail.com) and I will bounce it on to the 
relevant editor. 

ABOVE ALL, PLEASE SEND US INFORMATION.  

Lots of people in the church may not be aware that your organisation exists, 
let alone what it is doing. 

Start with this piece of information:  
The editor of the December/January edition of Church News 

will be Robin Pilbeam 

Tony Wenman 

To make a financial donation to Kingston URC, please see Page 23

mailto:tony.wenman@gmail.com


Church News November 2019 Page 6

Letter from Lesley 
Dear All, 

The Christian life is like following someone through 
long grass or a dense wood. They have cleared a 
path. Most of the time we can see the way to go. We 
do not find it easy to see the way always but it is 
there. Sometimes we wonder off on paths and go 
down detours which later prove to be false trails. 
Then we turn back to what we know is the true path. 

The closer we are to the one who makes the trail the easier it is. However 
walking the path is not easy. There are holes that we might fall into. There 
are briars that might ping back and scratch the face. There are brambles. 
There are nettles. It is not a pleasant country stroll. Effort is required.  

The good news is that we are not blazing a trail. We are not cutting down the 
grass like a strong brave hero. We are following our strong brave hero. A man 
who turned the understanding of strength upside down. Our job is to follow.  

Some people find the going slow. They want proactivity. Why don’t we?...We 
should…. The question is not – what new ideas can we come up with. The 
question is – ‘is that idea what the Lord wants for us – at this time?’ Of course 
we wrongly discern God’s will. Of course we try and then sin gets in the way. 
But our first instinct is not to think of more and more activity. It is to do what 
is God’s will. That will always involve prayer in some form. Always.  

Equally we are not floating through the woods in a ball of ease. We have to 
press forward. We have to roll our wheels or lift up our legs and move in the 
right direction. And when we stray from the path admit it, turn round and get 
back to it. And we do it together. 

Yours  Lesley 	

A note from Lesley about Funerals 
When someone dies often the family assumes that we know what their 
favourite hymns and readings are. It would be a time when our input would 
be very helpful. Sadly often we are no use at all. The dead person has given 
us no information. They had the chance to help their family and friends and 
chose not to. Why not put this right? 

Could you give your family a bit of a clue as to what you would like? What you 
would hate? I am happy to talk with you about this.    

Lesley  

To make a financial donation to Kingston URC, please see Page 23
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THE BAG 

Look at the person, not the bag, 

Think of who they are and what they’ve had. 

Look at the person, not the bag. 

They once had hope, they once had dreams, 

But lost it all and ended up on the street. 

Looking forward, never back, 

Look at the person, not the sack. 

Just give them five minutes of your time 

To listen to their story, 

And I’ll bet you, when you do, 

You’ll see the person, not the bag. 

DANNY COLLINS 

Forthcoming Lunchtime Recitals at KURC 
On Thursday October 24 at 12.30pm Michael Bevan (piano) will be giving a 
recital of music by Beethoven, Poulenc, Prokofiev and Rachmaninov. 

On Thursday November 14 at 12.30pm Julia Dewhurst (soprano) 
accompanied by David Elwin (piano) will give a recital of songs and solo piano 
music on the theme ‘Seasons of Life’.  

The recitals last about 45 minutes.  Admission is free with a retiring 
collection for the Community Hub Project.  

We hope to see you there! 

John Fisher 

NOVEMBER FLOWER ROTA 
 November   3  Liz & Ron Cook 
 November 10  Barbara Parker 
 November 17  Margaret Golding 
 November 24  Maggie & John Arnold 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FESTIVAL of CHURCH MUSIC  
at GUILDFORD CATHEDRAL  

The Free Church Choir Union was founded in 1888 and met for its first 
Festival at the Crystal Palace. In 1925, it took on the name of the Free Church 
Choir Union and Festivals. It continued organising biennial festivals and other 
events to encourage and support those who contribute musically to the 
worship of our churches. In 2009 a new name and logo were launched and so 
IN HARMONY continues a long history of encouraging choral singing in the 
Free Church tradition 

On Saturday 12 October 2019, 12 members of KURC and members from New 
Malden Methodist church, including Peter Bullett who had helped prepare us 
all, joined about 200 others singers for a special service in Guildford 
Cathedral.  
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Pastoral News - November 2019 
“Be persistent in prayer, and keep alert as you pray,  

giving thanks to God.” (Colossians 4 v 2) 

Prayer 
God of our Autumn days, we pray for Brenda and Barbara as they recover. 
Be close to them and those caring for them. We pray for Pauline and her 
family as they grieve. Comfort them in their sorrow and remind them of 
your continuing love for them.  We pray for those members and friends who 
are unwell at the moment; whatever the cause, we ask for your blessing on 
them. Through your Spirit encourage them and help us as we support them. 

We pray for all those starting a new year at school or college. Bless them as 
they settle in to unfamiliar surroundings and patterns of daily life. Give 
them a thirst for knowledge and enthusiasm to learn.   

We give thanks for the marriage of Allan and Ursula. Deepen their love and 
bless them in their continued life together.  We give thanks for the 
partnership of David and Robin. Deepen their love and bless them in their 
continued life together. We pray for Jacob as he starts his work as a 
minister. Give him wisdom, patience and understanding. Bless EJ, his wife, 
as she supports him and all at Crossway URC where they will be based. 

We pray for our church employees, our ministers, church staff, children and 
family worker and volunteer religious worker, asking for your continued 
protection of them. Give them wisdom, resilience and patience as they 
serve among us. We pray for the development group who represent us in 
the planning process for the new look Kingston town centre. Help them 
ensure the needs of the people we seek to serve are not forgotten in the 
plans. We give thanks for the Stay and Play team, for all those who run the 

To make a financial donation to Kingston URC, please see Page 23
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group and the parents and children who attend. May it continue to be a 
time of fun and friendship for all. We give thanks for the work of Street 
pastors, for those who go out on the streets and those who support them in 
prayer. Keep them safe, give them a discerning eye and mind to support 
those they meet who are in need. We pray for the music committee, for 
their work planning the music; inspire them with fresh ideas to enhance our 
worship. 

Finally, we pray for our ministers, Lesley and Suk-In. Guide them and, on 
what can be a lonely road, journey alongside them. Bless us all as we work 
with them to advance your kingdom in Kingston. 

Amen. 

Remembering Alastair Murdoch 

We are sorry to report the death of Alastair Murdoch, who was a prominent member 
of the church in the 60’s and 70’s. Alastair was a proud Scot from Portpatrick. He 
moved to Kingston and joined our church with his wife Dora in 1958, shortly after 

their marriage. They had three daughters, Sarah, Elizabeth and Joanna. Alastair was 
a deacon and elder, taught in the Sunday School, and was instrumental in setting up 
the ‘After Eights’ group and the Badminton Club. As a professional quantity surveyor 
he offered his services when the church and halls were rebuilt in the mid-70’s, and 
made all the necessary calculations for the architect and builders. He was a highly 
valued member of the Building and Maintenance Committee for many years. Alastair 
and Dora moved to Hampshire in 1985. Alastair was a calm, wise and reliable 
person who will be remembered with much affection.  We offer our sincere 
sympathy to the family. 

John Fisher 

To make a financial donation to Kingston URC, please see Page 23
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A “thank you” message  
from David Anderson and Robin Pilbeam 

Dear All, 

Well, you can all certainly keep a secret!! I (Robin) just wanted to write on 
behalf of David and I for the wonderful Blessing – I don’t think there was a 
dry eye in Church on Sept 27. It was a truly beautiful service and we would 
like to thank everyone involved in making it happen. I now understand from 
David that this has been a work in progress for the past six months, hence 
his mobile constantly “pinging” and secret email accounts! 

So a huge thank you to Hansol who was given the horrendous task of 
learning some favourite jazz standards in a matter of weeks; to Stuart and 
Denise and John Watts for their work in the recording of the service and the 
slide presentation of photos of our 30 years together and to Janine for 
working her magic with our flowers. Also we would like to thank Jean & 
Tony for their beautiful readings and, especially, to Lesley, our Minister, 
who led a very personal Blessing for us both. 

To make a financial donation to Kingston URC, please see Page 23
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It was lovely that so many of the congregation took time off work / 
university; it touched us both very much to see so many of you there for us! 
David’s Niece Deborah and her partner Scott flew down from Glasgow and 
our closest friends Sheila, Carmel and Lucas also attended. Thank you for 
giving them all such a warm KURC welcome! PS: next time please give me a 
six month tip off so that I can join a gym / step away from the biscuit barrel 
instead of looking like one! 

Doctor in the House 

You will have noticed that my name has now started to appear on service 
papers and in the church news as Rev Dr Suk In Lee. This is not an error – I 
am delighted to tell you that after almost 7 years of toil I have finally been 
awarded a doctorate from the University of London (Kings College) for a 
thesis on  "The Remodern Webs of Contacts: Pastoral reflections on 
'North Koreans' in a Christian community of New Malden and Kingston 
upon Thames" which of course is highly relevant to my current work as a 
minister amongst you. I studied and wrote mainly in my spare time, so that 
my pastoral work would not be greatly impeded. 

Of course my English is not perfect, so I had to call upon the help of a large 
number of people at Kingston, New Malden and further afield. I am 
profoundly grateful for all their assistance. They spent so much time and 
energy giving me their opinions and views as well as overcoming the 
language barrier and improving my English! Various people suggested 
sources and material that I could use in the thesis. I am also very grateful to 
the many people who gave interviews and answered questionnaires. This 
data formed the background to my research. Because of the sensitive 
nature of the subject, all this support had to be given secretly and silently 
which is not an easy thing to do. I’m glad that it has resulted in what I 
believe to be a valuable piece of work relating to pastoral work in a multi-
cultural society. I must also thank both New Malden and Kingston URCs for 
allowing me time to study and write, and especially my co-ministers Peter, 
Bruce and Lesley who covered my occasional absences and some of my 
duties. And I must thank Synod, Church House and the Coward Trust for 
financial assistance. I even received some occasional pocket money. While 
carrying out research in Korea I was given accommodation, transport and 
healthcare support, and arrangements were made for me to visit places 

To make a financial donation to Kingston URC, please see Page 23
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which are not open to the general public. This was all so valuable. Finally 
and most importantly many people were praying for me.  

I expect you are going to ask ‘What was the thesis all about and where can I 
read it?’ As you will understand, the material is so sensitive that an 
embargo has been placed by the University on the free transmission of the 
full thesis. However you can read an abstract via the internet, and if you 
have a word with me I can tell you how to access this. The research was 
partly in the field of theology and partly sociology. My thesis is all about the 
relevance of the Gospel, welcoming strangers and new cultures, bringing 
differing social structures and religious backgrounds together and 
developing the relationship between them. 

My conclusion is we are all strangers wherever we are. Here is a small 
practical exercise which you might like to consider next time you encounter 
someone who has never been to church before or who hasn’t been for a 
very long time: What might their fears be? What might their hopes be? 
Whose task is it to welcome them? What would make them want to learn 
more about the gospel and the Christian faith and come back next Sunday? 

Thank you all again, 

 Suk In Lee 

My Observation Story of the Southern Synod. 
I teach Korean students in the London Korean School in Chessington every 
Saturday. The Southern Synod area meeting was scheduled to be held on 
Saturday, October 12th. This meeting included Rev. Nicola Furley Smith’s 
Thanksgiving and Farewell service, so I was considering whether to attend or 
not. However, three days before the meeting, I had received the request to read 
the Bible scripture. So, I could not avoid attending the meeting, and fortunately, 
the school head teacher and vice head teacher, and other teachers helped me to 
leave the school earlier so I would not be late at the meeting. Thanks to their 
help, I was able to join the afternoon session, arriving on time by Uber, taking 
less than 30 minutes. I really appreciate God and the teachers’ help.   

It was raining all the way to the Reigate URC Church. I hardly defeated the 
temptation to get out of the Uber and run into the field of beautiful British 
autumn scenery. Because of my bad sense of direction, I asked the driver if this 
Church was the real church where I was looking for. The driver answered me 
“This is the definite right Church.“ Finally, getting off the Uber, I was able to 
confirm that the Church was the right Church because I could see the ministers I 
met in the Spring school and another area meeting. They even welcomed me, so 

To make a financial donation to Kingston URC, please see Page 23
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I felt warm and not lonely. Our minister Lesley welcomed me with her own witty 
humorous greeting, Rev. Peter greeted me smiling like an angel, and Rev. Sukin 
kindly provided me a Cup of tea. The British 
ministers are all warm and loving. Meanwhile, I 
was excited to consider that I am involved in 
one part of this precious meeting and worship 
service. At the beginning of the session, there 
was an introduction for the leaving ministers 
and new joining ministers. Also, they 
introduced the two PCK ministers Joon-Su Park 
and Yeong Jong Jin who have newly joined the 
Southern Synod. In addition, our minister 
Sukin lee received huge applause of 
congratulation for his Degree of Dr. It was 
really graceful and I was proud of them as a 
Korean.  

For the last session, we worshipped God for Thanksgiving and Farewell 
service of the Rev. Nicola Furley-Smith who as the moderator of the 
Southern Synod has completed 8 years of duty. In this Service, I read the 
Bible Scripture. Lesley led the intercession prayer gracefully. It was great 
and graceful worship service. Everybody was feeling sorry at the 
moderator’s Farewell and new start at the Church House. The Rev. Nicola 
was very proud of the exchange program and MOU of human resources 
between URC and PCK. Thanks to her effort and Lesley, Peter and Sukin, I 
am able to work in Kingston and New Malden URC. I attend URC Church 

House every week, 
and from now on, I 
c o u l d s e e R e v . 
N i c o l a i n t h e 
Church House. I 
am so pleased to 
see her. Finally, I 
w r i t e w i t h 
apprec ia t ion to 
G o d a n d i n 
expectation of his 
G r e a t P l a n a n d 

presence which accompanies me everyday.  

So Young Jung (Oct. 12 2019)  

To make a financial donation to Kingston URC, please see Page 23
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Archive of the Month 

No, not a smash and grab raid or a traffic accident – this photo shows the 
delivery of a Ford Transit minibus which KURC acquired in 1972 in 
exchange for over one million (actually 1,332,480) ‘Green Shield’ stamps 
enthusiastically collected by church members over a period of two years.  
Green Shield rewarded shoppers of the 1960s and 70s with stamps that 
could be exchanged for gifts: you received one stamp for every sixpence 
(22p in today’s money) spent. The stamps then had to be stuck into books.  
The minibus performed valiant service for many years, much appreciated by 
the Brigades, the Young People’s Departments and local charitable 
organisations. Can you spot a parking warden somewhere in the crowd 
waiting to pounce? 

John Fisher 

To make a financial donation to Kingston URC, please see Page 23
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Selecting a Bible Translation for KURC 

Our current pew bibles are the ‘Good News Bible’ (GNB) translation.  The 
copies are well worn and a group was convened to consider whether to 
continue with the GNB or to select another translation. The translations 
considered alongside the GNB were the King James Version (KJV 1662), the 
New International Version (NIV revised 2011)and the New Revised Standard 
Version (NRSV 2007). The Group members were Liz and Ken Bartlett, 
Elisabeth Cole, Finlay Forbes, Jihae Kim, Bessie Omanya and John Watts. 

Below is a summary of proceedings and recommendations by Ken Bartlett 

The selection process. 

We met three times and compared the four translations’ treatment of Psalm 
23, John 1, verses 1-14, and I Corinthians 13.In each session we took turns 
to read the passages aloud, noting significant variations in translation. In 
the New Testament passages we were able to note the word order and 
sentence construction of the original Greek, looking to find a similar word 
order and construction in the translation. This process enabled us to 
highlight differences which we then discussed.  

The key issues we considered were: 

•Accuracy – is the translation true to the original text? 

•Clarity – is the meaning clear? 

•How does it sound when read aloud? 

•Does it match current English usage (e.g.no thee’s and thou’s)? 

•Not using man/men when the real meaning is everyone. 

In general, we adopted the principle that ‘a good translation should be as 
literal as possible, but as free as necessary’.  

What did we find?  

The King James Version.  
Biblical scholarship has advanced since 1662 and the KJV naturally does not 
reflect the new discoveries. In addition, the choice of words is sometimes 
archaic and not helpful to modern understanding. The language uses 17th 
century forms (e.g.’believeth’ rather than ‘believes’). Language is liable to 
be male-oriented (e.g. what does it profit a man, rather than what does it 
profit anyone).  But the poetry is beautiful, and the translators keep closely 
to the language structure of the original – notably in John . 

To make a financial donation to Kingston URC, please see Page 23
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The New International Version  

is easy to read and clearly understandable. We noted that it is widely used 
internationally as well as in other UK churches. Language clear but not 
always beautiful (Psalm 23), but clear and beautiful in 1 Corinthians 13. 
However, NIV does not always avoid gender specific language.For example, 
in verse 11 of 1 Corinthians NIV reads, ‘When I became a man’; compare 
NRSV ‘when I became an adult’. 

The New Revised Standard Version.  

The language is clear, modern and easy to understand, and sounded better 
than NIV in Corinthians and Psalm 23 but not in John 1. NRSV keeps very 
close to the structure , i.e. the word order, of the text, notably in John 1, 
where the value of every word is carefully weighed by the writer.  

The Good News Bible.  

GNB is generally clear e.g. in John 1, but we found it sometimes departed 
from the text and tended to paraphrase.  For example, in psalm 23 GNB 
translates ’ I shall not want’ as ‘I have everything I need’. Similarly in 1 
Corinthians 13, GNB translates ‘prophetic powers’ as  ‘Inspired preaching’  
a much narrower concept.  John Watts (Church News May 2019) and Finlay 
Forbes (Church News  August 2019) have drawn attention to loose or 
inaccurate translation in the GNB.  Recently , we read psalm 112 to open 
the 10 a.m. service. The GNB translation read: ‘Happy is the person who is 
generous with his loans, and runs his business honestly. A good person will 
never fail; he will always be remembered’.  Compare the NSRV translation of 
the same passage: ‘it is well with those who deal generously and lend, who 
conduct their affairs with justice. For the righteous will never be moved; 
they will be remembered for ever’. The GNB version is a celebration of the 
success of a male businessman; the NRSV version is one we can use without 
reservation. 

Views of the selection panel. 

“The selection task seemed daunting at first, but I was pleasantly surprised 
by the amount we agreed with each other even though we differed in age, 
sex and nationality”  Elisabeth Cole. 

“As a group we saw that the NRSVA provided a common ground. It is easy 
to understand, but it hasn’t been oversimplified to the point where we lose 
the original poetic nature of particular verses (which is also important for 
forgetful minds such as my own)”. Bessie Omanya. 

To make a financial donation to Kingston URC, please see Page 23
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“In the wake of several feminist and gender neutral movements now is a 
crucial moment for the church as a whole to be as gender inclusive as 
possible – an issue which my generation holds in high regard“ Bessie 
Omanya. 

“As a non-native English speaker, at first I liked the NIV, but I have come to 
prefer the NRSVA because it keeps the original meanings and does not 
paraphrase too much; it uses modern English and enables non-native 
English speakers like me to understand the bible passages well; while using 
modern English, the translation is also so rhythmic and poetic that I could 
enjoy reading the passages”. Jihae Kim. 

“I prefer the NRSVA because it most closely meets our criteria of accuracy, 
aural impact and gender neutrality; it is also free from excessive 
paraphrasing and extraneous additions which feature in the GNB”. Finlay 
Forbes. 

“The NRSVA is a clear and comprehensive translation, which does not bend 
so far over to be ‘accessible’ that it loses key elements of the original 
texts”. John Watts. 

“NRSVA: most accurate translation, used in universities and mainline 
denominations. Ecumenical, translated by a group of different churches and 
Jews, so they had to agree their translations as their viewpoints differed; 
liberal, not biased” On line report quoted by Elisabeth Cole. 

Recommendation to KURC Members. 

The Group therefore recommend the New Revised Standard Version for the 
reasons stated. 

We think there is a case for using different translations depending on the 
passage and purpose. For example, some of the King James Version is good 
for its poetry and dramatic effect, but younger people may struggle with 
the archaic forms of the language. We can exploit the capacity of our 
projector to use different translations if they fit a particular worship 
context. However, in most cases we believe the NRSVA will serve us best. 

Summary by Ken Bartlett 

To make a financial donation to Kingston URC, please see Page 23
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KURC Book Club: 
Review of “The Cut Out Girl: A Story of War and 

Family, Lost and Found” by Bart Van Es 

This narrative is framed by the holocaust and the outcome for a Jewish girl 
who survived in hiding.  The author is the grandson of the van Es family in 
Holland who sheltered Jews during the Nazi occupation of Holland during 
WWII. Of the 18,000 Jews in The Hague in 1940, 2000 survived. The local 
population was generally complicit in reporting the whereabouts of Jews to 
the authorities. This led to their deportation to the concentration camps.  
There were some groups who offered shelter and safe houses for Jews which 
included many children. Of the 4000 Jewish children, 358 of them were 
placed with non-Jewish families by a network of brave and sympathetic 
people.  

This book traces the experience of one such girl, Lien, now in her 80s, 
through the gradual revelation of all that happened to her during and after 
the war as recorded in the sensitive meetings the author arranged with her 
and his careful historical research. He wanted to piece together the story of 
Lien and how she became ‘cut out’ of the family after being very much part 
of it. 

In August 1942 Lien’s parents handed over their 8 year old daughter to be 
taken into hiding a few months before they themselves were taken to 
Auschwitz and killed. As a memento Lien takes with her is her ‘poesie’ book 
in which her friends have written (including a ‘cut out’ doll). She is placed in 
Dordecht with the bustling van Es family where she settles fairly happily and 
goes to school. She hears nothing from or about her parents and begins to 
blot out the memory of them. After being reported to the authorities by a 
school friend, she is moved on to the very strict Protestant van Laar family in 
Bennekon where she lives from the winter 1943 until October 1944 when 
Uncle Evert of the van Laar family begins to regularly sexually assault her. 

After the devastation of the war and the confirmed loss of her parents and all 
but two of her extended family, Lien is given the choice as to where she 
wishes to live.  At the age of 12 she chooses to return to the van Es family.  
She attends a local school before training as a social education care worker 
and going to work in a children’s home at Ellinchem in 1953. She later 
studies for a higher qualification in social work and meets her future 
husband Albert at a Jewish Student Society. He had survived in Amsterdam 
hidden way with his family and had also been a classmate of Ann Frank. They 
marry and have three children. Although the marriage seems to help her 
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emotionally to some degree she still has an inner emptiness, not knowing 
who she really is; where she belongs or what she believes which prompts her 
to attempt suicide by taking an overdose. Ma (Mrs van Es) is appalled by 
Lien’s attempted suicide, her subsequent abandonment of her husband and 
children and their relationship begins to fray. 

Meanwhile Pa (Mr van Es) dies and Lien is not mentioned in the funeral 
arrangements. Lien is effectively written out of her adoptive family and it 
culminates in her divorce from her husband Albert. In 1983 she embarks on 
a new relationship with someone already known to her, Bernard, a widower 
but after 4 years Bernard dies of a brain tumour. 

She becomes completely estranged from Mrs van Es because of some 
misunderstanding about her birthday celebration. At Ma’s funeral she feels 
entirely ‘cut out’ as the war is not mentioned.  This prompts her to take 
counselling and therapy to seek some understanding of herself and writes 
her testimony of her wartime experience in ‘The concrete story of my 
relations with the van Es family’. Attending ‘The Conference for the Hidden 
War Child’ in 1992 and making a visit to Auschwitz in 2003 proved to be 
cathartic and she feels whole at last. To round off the story, Lien re-establishes 
contact with an old primary school friend, Jaap van der Ham and in 2016 they 
visit their childhood haunts in The Hague together and their friendship 
continues.  

The group appreciated the The Cut Out Girl as a moving account of a young 
girl's struggle for survival during war - a story about the powerful love of 
foster families but also the powerful challenges and about the ways our most 
painful experiences define us but also can be redefined, on a more honest 
level, even many years after the fact. 

Do join us on the third Tuesday of the month at Katie Frost’s home as from 
1930. The next meeting is on 19th November (The Grass is Singing). You are 
most welcome. 

Linda Austin 
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All a matter of Context! 

I hear it a lot, nowadays; the need for ‘me-time’. My friend is a strong 
advocate of ‘me time’ and society in general, places so much emphasis on 
self and celebrity that it’s easy to get lost in a sea of self-focused living. 

Nothing wrong with that, you may suggest – but there is an inherent danger 
with such an attitude or approach. Living in one’s head has been proven to 
be a major contributor to mental illness and related health problems, such as 
depression and anxiety. So much so, we as western society have gone to the 
East to find help in the form of meditation, aromatherapy, mindfulness etc.  

These are good practices to adopt - I believe strongly in mindfulness – the 
ability to pay close attention to external world without pre-judging or wishing 
it to be different. There is another way though, one informed of Christ and 
one that centres on all humanity. 

In church this Sunday (13th October), I was sat in a small group discussing the 
effects of climate change on poorer nations across the globe, as part of the 
combined Harvest service. Lesley had told us about ‘Commitment for Life’, 
the URC global programme for justice – it is a way in which local 
congregations are enabled to participate in actions for justice around the 
world, specifically  Bangladesh, Zimbabwe, Israel and the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories, and Central America (Honduras, El Salvador, Nicaragua 
and Guatamala). 

During this discussion, Derek Winsor spoke about how many people were so 
involved in their own personal problems rather than paying more attention to 
global ones – the bigger picture. This immediately struck a chord with me. It 
doesn’t take much to remember our brothers and sisters across the globe – I 
don’t just mean our sisters and brothers in Christ but all human beings. 
There are terrible things going on due to climate change and global warming 
and it is a call of Jesus that we should respond to those less fortunate and 
help where we can. It is an unfortunate modern habit to focus on ‘self’ but 
really, as followers of Jesus, we should be focused on God and then to love 
others as we do ourselves. 

Powerful stuff – it really reminded me of why we do Christian Aid, Harvest 
and the multitude of other external activities at Kingston URC. It is also 
helpful for the ‘self’ to be broadened and not focused on self – but to love 
and care for all.  

Stuart Chandler 
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Friday 1 November Romans 5:1–11  
Saturday 2 November Romans 5:12–21 
2 Newness of life  
Sunday 3 November Romans 6:1–14 
Monday 4 November Romans 6:15–23 
Tuesday 5 November Romans 7:1–12 
Wednesday 6 November Romans 7:13–25 
Thursday 7 November Romans8:1–17 
Friday 8 November Romans 8:18–30 
Saturday 9 November Romans 8:31–39

READING THE BIBLE WITH THE BODY 
1 Sensing God’s goodness 
Sunday 10 November Psalm 19  
Monday 11 November Psalm 34:1–10 
Tuesday 12 November Genesis 8:20–22
Wednesday 13 November Psalm 31:9–24 
Thursday 14 November 

Deuteronomy 28:1–2, 15–24 
Friday 15 November Isaiah 29:9–14  
Saturday 16 November Isaiah 35:1–10 

2 Beholding the Lord 
Sunday 17 November Psalm 27:1–14 
Monday 18 November John 1:35–39 
Tuesday 19 November Matthew 11:28–30 
Wednesday 20 November Psalm 23 
Thursday 21 November 1 Peter 3:8–17 
Friday 22 November Romans 12:1–2 
Saturday 23 November Matthew 17:1–13

PLAN B 
Sunday 24 November Acts 16:6–15 
Monday 25 November Genesis 12:10–20 
Tuesday 26 November Genesis 29:15–30 
Wednesday 27 November Genesis 37:12–28 
Thursday 28 November Matthew 2:13–23 
Friday 29 November Mark 7:24–30 
Saturday 30 November Exodus 32: 
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Regular Activities 
Sunday:  Messy Church (monthly, but Sundays vary)  
15.30 
Monday:  
10.00  Parents & Toddlers (during school terms)  
Tuesday:  
14.00  Activity Afternoon for Foyer Guests (third Tuesday monthly) 
  Speak to Linda Austin or Katie Frost for location. 
Wednesday:  
10.00  Tots’ Praise (during school terms)  
13.10  Lunchtime Service  
14.00 & 19.30 Faith Studies – check date & frequency of short courses 
Thursday:  
19.00  International Friendship Café  
19.30  Line Dancing 
Friday:  
13.00  Friday Prayers 
14.00  Quiz afternoon for Foyer guests (second Friday monthly)  
14.00  Dancing with Lyn (Ballroom & Latin American Dancing)   
22.00  All night prayers and Street Pastors (until 04.00)   
Saturday:  
10.00  Stay and Play (third Saturday monthly)  
22.00  All night prayers and Street Pastors (until 04.00) 

 How to contribute to Church News:  
Contributions on matters of reflection and opinion as well as reports of activities 
are welcome. Copy for Church News must reach the editor, preferably by email,  

no later than midday on the second Sunday of the month. 
The next copy deadline is 12 noon on Sunday, 10 November.  Editor: Robin Pilbeam  

Kingston United Reformed Church is a member of the Local Ecumenical Project in 
Kingston Town Centre with its partner, All Saints Parish Church in the Market Place.  

The town centre ministers meet regularly. 
We are a part of Churches Together in Kingston. 

Kingston URC is also affiliated with the Presbyterian Church of Korea (PCK)  
and the Presbyterian Church of the Republic of Korea (PROK)  

Thank you to Mail Boxes Etc. 29 Castle Street, Kingston, KT1 1ST, for printing 
Church News. Tel: 020 8547 1547 e-mail: info@mbekingston.co.uk  

To make a financial donation to Kingston URC, please see Page 23

FINANCIAL DONATIONS may be made to the church in a number of ways, including via 
our “My Donate” page, accessible through every page of our website at 
www.kingstonurc.org. You can also pay directly into our bank account: sort code 
20-46-76, account number 33054942. If you would like more information on giving to 
KURC, please ask any elder.

You can also keep in touch with worship and activities at our church through our 
website: www.kingstonurc.org.  You can also follow us on Facebook and Twitter. 
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Kingston United Reformed Church – Information 
A warm invitation is given to all who read this magazine to come and share in our 
services and activities  

The Sanctuary is open for private prayer with access via the foyer.  

Coffee and Tea: Our foyer is normally open every weekday and Saturday from 
11.00 until 14.00 for coffee and tea.  

Need to talk to someone about a problem or concern? There is sometimes a 
designated listener available in the foyer; if not, please speak to the coffee server 
or contact Lesley Charlton.  

Our Sunday Services:  
10.00 – Traditional Worship (with communion on the first Sunday monthly) 11.30 
– All Age Worship (with communion on the last Sunday monthly) 18.30 – 

Reflective Worship (with communion on the third Sunday monthly)  

On the second Sunday of each month a combined service at 10.30 replaces the 
10.00 and 11.30 services  

Tea and coffee are served between the 10.00 and 11.30 services, before the 
10.30 service on the second Sunday and after the 18.30 service  

During the 10.00, 10.30 and 11.30 services there are group activities for 

children of all ages. Visiting children are welcome to join them.  

Ministers:  

Rev Lesley M Charlton, tel: 020 8399 4423 e-mail: minister@kingstonurc.org  
Rev Dr Suk In Lee, tel: 020 8949 2070 e-mail: leesukin@hotmail.com  

Church Secretary:  

e-mail: chsec@kingstonurc.org  

Treasurer:  

Christine Chippendale, mobile: 07738 562457 e-mail: treasurer@kingstonurc.org  

Youth & Families Worker:  

Sally Butler, mobile: 07807 348326 e-mail: youth@kingstonurc.org  

Mission Development Worker through Music:  

Sulhee Kim, e-mail: sulhee.kim4him@gmail.com  

Centre Manager:  

Catherine Treweek  

Facilities Assistant:  

Gaffar Zarei 
Monday – Friday: 09.00 – 17.00  
Tel: 020 8549 1888 e-mail: premises@urckingston.org.uk 
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